Explicit incestuous motifs in psychosomatic patients.
In this study, which is the first ever to deal with the issue of incestuous motifs in psychosomatic patients, the author reviewed the charts of all his psychosomatic patients, seen in at least 40 interviews between 1975 and 1980, and the charts of all his non-psychosomatic patients, seen in at least 40 interviews between 1970 and 1975, in order to determine the frequency of explicit incestuous motifs in each group. It was found that the motifs had been reported by more psychosomatic patients than non-psychosomatic patients. Also, it was found that the explicit incestuous motifs which had been reported by the psychosomatic patients were more intense and pervasive than those which had been reported by the non-psychosomatic patients. These findings are discussed with reference to the issue of failure of the ego's defense mechanisms in psychosomatic patients.